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Dear Savanna Oaks Families,

This Curriculum Handbook describes the sequence of classes and choices each learner
may make as he or she navigates 6th, 7th, and 8th grade at Savanna Oaks.    

All students’ core classes include language arts, math, science and social studies.
Encore and exploratory classes are offered in the areas of music, physical education,
family and consumer education, art, world languages and technology education.  

Savanna Oaks provides a variety of levels of instruction to differentiate for our learners.
We also provide personalized learning approaches that we believe will meaningfully
engage each learner at his or her next steps.  We offer students voice and choice in
activities that allow them to explore and demonstrate mastery of learning standards.

We hope you will find the handbook to be a practical guide to you as you examine the
required and elective course offerings.

If you have any questions relating to our curriculum, please call Savanna Oaks Middle
School at 845-4000.
                                                                               Sincerely,
                                                                               

                                                                               Jorge Avalos, Principal
                                                                               Savanna Oaks Middle School

  
The Verona Area School District is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination on the basis of race,
religion, sex or sexual orientation, economic status, age, national origin, handicap, marital status, political
affiliation, arrest or conviction record or any other factor provided for by state and federal laws and
regulations.
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EIGHTH GRADE CLASSES

REQUIRED CLASSES

Language Arts
Math
Science
Social Studies
Read to Succeed (R2S)
Physical Education
Health

YEAR LONG ELECTIVES

Music
Band
Orchestra
Choir

World Language
Spanish 1
Spanish Language Arts 1 (for students whose home language is Spanish)

SEMESTER ELECTIVES

Art
2-D Art & Design
3-D Art & Design

Family and Consumer Education
Advanced FACE
Business Wannabees
KFC (Kids, Food and Chicks)

Information and Technology Literacy
3D Design and Build
Computer Science and Robotics

Physical Education
Lifetime Fitness and Wellness

Math Tutorial



COURSE DESCRIPTIONS – EIGHTH GRADE

REQUIRED CLASSES

Language Arts

The English/Language Arts classroom is taught using a workshop model with an emphasis on
writing and reading skills. Using the Units of Study, students hone their writing skills through
memoir writing, literary analysis, position papers, and a variety of choice writing. During reading
units, students analyze literature and make connections to the world around them through a
dystopian fiction unit, a contemporary literature unit, and choice reading. The focus is on
increasing reading comprehension using these strategies: predicting, inferring, questioning,
connecting, summarizing, visualizing, synthesizing, and evaluating. Our reading units of study
include elements of both fiction and non-fiction, and use novels, short stories, and a variety of
other texts to read for information and enjoyment. Student choice, small group discussions, and
speaking and listening skills are embedded through all of our units.

Math

Eighth grade math focuses on standards for pre-algebra, algebra and/or geometry including
operations with rational numbers, exploring ratios, similarity, solving equations, representing
data, identifying coordinates and functions, direct variation and modeling with linear equations.
Students develop their abilities to explore and solve mathematical problems, to think critically, to
work cooperatively with others and to communicate ideas clearly.

Science

The 8th grade science curriculum focuses on chemistry and physics concepts including energy,
matter, and motion and forces. Skills emphasized include safely using laboratory equipment to
perform both group and individual experimental inquiries, designing quality experiments,
collecting and analyzing data, and communicating results with evidence and reasoning.
Strategies to read, comprehend and analyze informational science text from a variety of sources
are also incorporated throughout the school year. Standards addressed are: STRUCTURE AND
PROPERTIES OF MATTER; CHEMICAL REACTIONS; MOTION, FORCES AND
INTERACTIONS; ENERGY AND WAVES and ELECTROMAGNETIC RADIATION;
ENGINEERING AND EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN; HUMAN IMPACTS ON THE WORLD; AND
READING, COMPREHENDING AND ANALYZING INFORMATIONAL TEXT.

Social Studies

Eighth grade social studies focus on two areas; American History and American Government.
The American History component is designed to provide the student with a basic appreciation of
U.S. History from its beginnings to 1865.  Units emphasized include the founding of a new
nation, its growth and expansion, developing sectionalism and the Civil War.  In addition, the
student will gain a fundamental understanding of the U.S. Government structure based on the



Constitution, the continuing development of the American political system, and each individual’s
rights and responsibilities as a positive, contributing citizen.

Both components are designed to build on basic social studies concepts and skills involving
charts, graphs, map skills, and information research; as well as developing higher level thinking
skills such as translation, interpretation, application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation and
cause and effect.

Throughout the year there is on-going emphasis on current events using different media such as
the newspaper, news-oriented magazines, assorted videos, and other news-generated
resources.

Physical Education

In eighth grade physical education, our units include flag football, fitness testing, ropes course,
volleyball, adventure education, badminton and cooperative games.  During gym class, we work
to create a positive learning experience that capitalizes on each student’s natural love of
movement.  We encourage students of all athletic abilities to learn and play to the best of their
ability.  This philosophy helps to create a positive attitude about physical activity and sets the
stage for a healthy, active life.

Health

The comprehensive Health class is a semester long-alternate day course.  It encourages skills
for healthy living by preparing students to make healthy, pro-active choices now and in the
future.  Issues concerning human growth and development are included in the curriculum.
Parent/guardian permission is required for this section of the curriculum.  Permission forms are
available online during registration. All curriculum is available for preview by contacting the
school office or the instructor.

Read to Succeed (R2S)

Read to Succeed is a dedicated time and space to foster a love of reading. Students are
supported in selecting books, communicating around reading, and setting individual reading
goals.



YEAR - LONG ELECTIVES

MUSIC

Band

Students who learned a band instrument in seventh grade can continue their learning in eighth
grade band. Eighth grade band is an academic class that meets every day during the school
year. Through listening to and performing music from many styles and genres, students will
increase their performance skills on their instrument, but will also grow as critical thinkers,
expert noticers, and overall well-rounded learners. Throughout the school year, students will
perform, create, connect, and respond to music, while growing their technical skills on their
instrument and increasing their music literacy. Students will demonstrate their learning at three
to four evening performances each year. Students who participated in 7th grade band are
HIGHLY encouraged to continue their musical learning in 8th grade band..

Orchestra

Students who learned a string instrument in seventh grade can continue their learning in eighth
grade orchestra. Eighth grade orchestra is an academic class that meets every day during the
school year. Through listening to and performing music from many styles and genres, students
will increase their performance skills on their instrument, but will also grow as critical thinkers,
expert noticers, and overall well-rounded learners. Throughout the school year, students will
perform, create, connect, and respond to music, while growing their technical skills on their
instrument and increasing their music literacy. Students will demonstrate their learning at three
to four evening performances each year. Students who participated in 7th grade orchestra are
HIGHLY encouraged to continue their musical learning in 8th grade orchestra.

8th Grade Treble Choir

Students who learned vocal music in seventh grade can continue their learning in eighth grade
choir. Eighth grade choir is an academic class that meets every day during the school year. This
course is for treble (female) voices. Through listening to and performing music from many styles
and genres, students will increase their performance skills on their vocal instrument, but will also
grow as critical thinkers, expert noticers, and overall well-rounded learners. Throughout the
school year, students will perform, create, connect, and respond to music, while growing their
vocal skills and increasing their music literacy. Students will demonstrate their learning at three
to four evening performances each year. Students who participated in 7th grade choir are
HIGHLY encouraged to continue their musical learning in 8th grade choir.

7th and 8th Bass Choir



Students who learned vocal music in seventh grade can continue their learning in eighth grade
choir. Eighth grade choir is an academic class that meets every day during the school year. This
course is for bass (male) voices. Through listening to and performing music from many styles
and genres, students will increase their performance skills on their vocal instrument, but will also
grow as critical thinkers, expert noticers, and overall well-rounded learners. Throughout the
school year, students will perform, create, connect, and respond to music, while growing their
vocal skills and increasing their music literacy. Students will demonstrate their learning at three
to four evening performances each year. Students who participated in 7th grade choir are
HIGHLY encouraged to continue their musical learning in 8th grade choir.

WORLD LANGUAGE

Spanish 1

Spanish 1 in 8th grade is a year long elective that meets daily.  The course is taught using a
language immersion style, and will use a proficiency model based on the American Council For
the Teaching of Foreign Languages.  The course will emphasize increased proficiency in
communication, which will grow in complexity as the semester progresses. Students will focus
on proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, writing and culture in Spanish. The focus on the
study of culture will be to gain insight into other societal perspectives that result in products and
practices that may be different from their own. Students will: grow in the use of verbs, regular
and irregular, and beginning narration in the past tense.  We will cover topics such as describing
cities, friendship, families and activities.  As students continue developing their vocabulary
through various thematic units, there will be increased focus on the structure of the Spanish
language in comparison to their own.
After successfully completing the 8th grade course, students will have completed the equivalent
of one year of world language at the high school. If they complete homework, participate and
show growth  from Novice Mid to beginning Novice Advanced on the ACTFL measure of
proficiency they will be recommended for Spanish 2 at the High School as freshmen. This will
allow them to progress through the Spanish program more quickly so that by their Senior year
they can receive college credit for Spanish 5. This course receives accreditation through the
University of Wisconsin Green Bay.
Note:  This course is essentially a fifth academic course when added to the four Core Subjects.
The class is taught at the same pace and with the same expectations as Spanish 1 at the high
school.

Spanish Language Arts (for students whose home language is Spanish)

This year-long elective teaches the principles of language arts in Spanish to heritage Spanish
speakers. Students read, write, speak, and listen to Spanish in an academic setting and create
projects, complete homework, and complete summative assessments. The class is conducted in
Spanish, and various topics are taught, including identity, health, heritage, geography, diverse
cultures, and education while aligning with the Common Core Language Arts Standards.  Focus
is on gaining academic vocabulary and grammatical skills in Spanish, as well as improving
reading, speaking, listening and writing in Spanish. All participation and work is performed in
Spanish.

SEMESTER ELECTIVES



All electives depend on enrollment numbers adequate to run the class.  If you choose electives,
please rank all semester electives in order of preference.  

ART

2-D Art & Design

In 2-D Art & Design students will work in a creative, hands-on environment to explore drawing
and painting materials, digital photography, and design apps. The students will create unique
works of art using: ink, charcoal, chalk pastel, scratchboard, colored pencil, watercolor paint,
acrylic paint, etc. They will also learn about a variety of artists and their particular styles of
art-making. In addition, students will learn about commercial art, graphic design and digital
photography.

3-D Art & Design

If you enjoy hands-on projects and building 3-D forms, then this is the class for you!  In this
class, students will build multiple clay projects using their hands, clay tools, and the pottery
wheel. Students will also construct sculptures with wood, wire, papier mache, found objects, and
metals. Students will learn about 3-D artists, sculptural styles, and create carvings, jewelry/metal
sculpture, masks, & plaster castings.

Family and Consumer Education

Advanced FACE

Do you have a passion for cultural foods, fashion and interior design, and architecture? Do you
like to make, build, design, create, invent, or all of these above? Do you like to work
independently and at a pace that is comfortable for you?  Advanced FACE  just might be the
class for you! In this class, you get to determine your course study and produce a product that
highlights your independent study and the WI FACE standards mastered.

Business Wannabees

This is your opportunity to prepare yourself for your first job.  You will do this by working in the
school store.  Learn how to provide good customer service, operate the cash register, order
snack products, prepare foods and much more. While in this class you are responsible for all
aspects of running the Treehouse. Increase your technology skills by using an excel
spreadsheet to keep track of income and expenses of the store.  You will create a business plan
for an age appropriate business before you complete this class.

KFC (Kids, Food and Chicks)

This is a class that allows for a moderate amount of hands-on activities.  One quarter of the
class focuses on foods and nutrition.  Students will have the opportunity to further develop
kitchen management skills by participating in many cooking and baking labs.  The second



quarter focuses on child development and parenting.  Students will care for a baby chick for a
week and apply classroom learning to a real-life experience.

Information and Technology Literacy

3D Design and Build

3D Design and Build is a class where we will be covering new topics in the technology realm
such as: 3-D design and printing, video game design, programming and coding, and much
more.  Students will explore in more depth a variety of technology tools while working on the
following goals:  Creativity and Innovation, Communication and Collaboration, Research and
Fluency, Critical Thinking, Digital Citizenship, and Technology Concepts.  This is a personalized
course enabling students to work at their own pace and choose to focus on higher interest
projects.

Computer Science and  Robotics

CS and Robotics provides students with the opportunity to build on their understanding of the
Design Process and Computer Science. Students will explore in more depth a variety of
technology tools while working on the following goals:  Creativity and Innovation,
Communication and Collaboration, Research and Fluency, Critical Thinking, Digital Citizenship,
and Technology Concepts.  This is a personalized course enabling students to work at their own
pace and choose to focus on higher interest projects.

Physical Education

Lifetime Fitness and Wellness

Lifetime Fitness and Wellness will focus on both indoor and outdoor Non-Traditional PE
Activities that are designed to build peer connections, leadership skills and help students
create healthy fitness and wellness habits.  Some activities include, but are not limited to:
Eclipse Ball, Archery, Ultimate Frisbee, etc.  Lifetime Fitness and Wellness is a semester-long
8th Grade Physical Education Elective Class.  Lifetime Fitness and Wellness does not
replace your required Physical Education class.  Students will take this class in addition to their
current Physical Education class.

Math Tutorial

Math Tutorial is available to students who need extra math support. In a small group setting,
students will receive extra practice and instruction for the standards covered in math class, for
IXL, and for studying for assessments.

STUDENT SUPPORT



School Counselors

Middle school counselors help students focus on academic, personal/social, and career
development in their efforts to achieve success in school and life.  In 8th Grade, counselors
provide lessons in the classroom throughout the year and are also available to meet with
students individually and in group settings. Classroom lessons primarily focus on the transition
to high school, post secondary plans and career exploration. Lessons may also include drug
and alcohol prevention, community building and responsible decision-making.  Individual and
group work with students can range from organization, work strategies, and conflict resolution to
social, behavioral and emotional concerns.  Counselors often collaborate with parents,
administrators, teachers, and other student services personnel to facilitate the best possible
middle school experience for each child.  Parents are encouraged to contact their child’s
counselor at any time with questions, updates or to discuss anything from friendship concerns to
mental health to preparing for high school expectations.  All will also participate in an 8th Grade
planning conference mid-year with the focus on aligning 9th Grade enrollment with each
student’s future hopes and dreams.

Social Worker

The primary function of the school social worker is to promote the emotional, social and mental
well being and adjustment of students.  The school social worker provides direct and indirect
services to students, parents and school staff.  These may include counseling and family
intervention, groups, consultation with staff or parents, liaison with community agencies,
classroom instruction, and coordination and implementation of district programs.  The social
worker role includes advocacy for children and families in the school system and community
programs.  The school social worker is the liaison for families in transition.

School Psychologist

The school psychologist helps to determine the educational needs of students who are having
significant difficulty finding success at school.  The psychologist provides direct and indirect
services to students, collaborating regularly with school staff and parents/guardians.  The school
psychologist also conducts assessments of students to help determine special education needs
related to learning, behavior, and social/emotional functioning.  Other services provided by the
psychologist include educational planning, program development, individual or small group
intervention to address academic/behavioral needs, liaison with mental health providers in the
community, and coordination of school services with other school staff.

Curriculum and Learning Specialist

The Curriculum and Learning Specialist (CLS) works to enhance teaching and learning at
Savanna Oaks Middle School. In collaboration with teachers, the CLS supports curriculum
implementation, facilitates the administration of district and statewide assessments, and uses
data to suggest strategies to meet the needs of learners.

Literacy Coach

The Literacy Coach facilitates progress towards literacy goals at Savanna Oaks Middle School.



The coach supports teachers in their daily work as reading instructors to meet students’ unique
reading needs. The coach conducts both formal training and ongoing job-embedded
professional learning that increases teacher ability to meet the needs of students. The coach is
responsible for the administration of the Achieve 3000 non-fiction reading program including:
testing, data-analysis, daily problem solving, contests and incentives.

Math Resource Coach

The Math Resource Coach works collaboratively with math teachers to provide instruction that
meets student needs. This may include whole group and small group instruction as well as
co-teaching.

Special Education

Savanna Oaks provides instructional services and supports that meet the needs of all of our
students.  Special education services address the individual needs of any student who meets
state eligibility criteria for special education programming.  Our cross-categorical services
provide educational programs for students with learning, speech, behavioral, physical, health,
hearing, visual, developmental and/or cognitive disabilities.  Students may receive services on
an individual basis, in small groups, and/or in the large group classroom.  These services
address a diverse range of learning needs including academic, functional, behavioral,
prevocational, social-emotional, cognitive, and/or adaptive.

Reading

All Savanna Oaks teachers embed reading instruction and content area reading into their
classes using reading strategy instruction and Achieve 3000 articles (Associated Press
non-fiction articles).  This is done strategically by providing learners with access to text that is
both motivating, connected to content, and leveled to provide them with appropriate challenges
and high level reasoning and writing expectations.

Reading is the building block of learning.  At Savanna Oaks, we offer multiple approaches that
support a literacy-rich environment.  All students participate in reading enrichment activities
during Core and Encore classes.  If students require additional help to strengthen their reading
skills and or strategies, we consider alternatives to build these skills.

Support Platforms

Technology

Savanna Oaks Middle School has a wide variety of technology used to support teaching and
learning.  Our school has embraced the idea of putting digital technology learning tools into the
hands of students.  Our school is one to one where every student has an ipad. Each classroom
is equipped with a TV and AppleTV to assist in the presentation of curriculum.  Classes use
Canvas, our learning management system, to share  resources, activities, assignments, and
feedback.



Library Media Center

The Savanna Oaks LMC supports classroom instruction, research and recreational reading for
students and staff.  With over 9,000 books, magazines, audiobooks, and DVDs, the LMC has
resources for students of various reading levels and interests.  The collection is made up of
current, peer reviewed materials that provide readers with the best of middle-grade publications.
The Librarian promotes reading through booktalks, book displays, fun activities and one-on-one
reader advisories. Students are encouraged to make use of the LMC website which is linked
from the VASD webpage.  Click on “LINKS FOR STUDENTS”  to discover links to the online
catalog, online resources, authors, books, ebooks, audiobooks, and research databases.
 (www.verona.k12.wi.us Links for Students- @  Your Library, LMC Destiny)

Extra Curricular Activities

An important part of middle school is the expanded opportunities available outside the school
day.  Savanna Oaks offers learning, enrichment, athletic and service opportunities. There is a
late bus to provide transportation home. While specific activities vary, below are some of the
offerings.

Volleyball Grades 7, 8, Girls;  Fall
Cross Country Grades 6, 7, 8, Boys & Girls; Fall
Wrestling Grades 6, 7, 8, Boys & Girls; Fall
Drama Club Grades 6, 7, 8;  Fall - Spring
Student Council Grades 6, 7, 8;  Fall - Spring
Pep Band Grades 7, 8;  October - May
Ski Club Grades 6, 7, 8; Winter
Boys' Basketball Grades 7, 8; November & December
Girls' Basketball Grades 7, 8; January & February
All School Musical Grades 6, 7, 8; February – May
Track Grades 7, 8; Spring

Programs for English Language Learners

Students at Savanna Oaks speak many languages.  In addition to learning science, math, social
studies, language arts, and other academic content, English language learners (ELLs) must
also become proficient in English (speaking, listening, reading, and writing).  In order to meet
students’ needs and follow federal and state laws, Savanna Oaks provides the following
programs which allow students to learn grade level content and English:

English as a Second Language/English Instruction
English language instruction is taught as part of a daily scheduled class by certified ESL
(English as a Second Language) teachers. Topics may include social English vocabulary,
English reading and writing, math, science or social studies vocabulary development.

ESL and Bilingual In-class support

http://www.verona.k12.wi.us/


An ESL or Bilingual teacher works in collaboration with the classroom teacher in general ed
classes.  The teacher works with ELL students and mainstream English-speaking students in
small groups to support their learning.  Topics may include writing, reading, math, science or
social studies vocabulary development.

Accommodations made by the Grade Level Teachers
Grade level teachers modify the way they teach to make the content more understandable.
They use additional diagrams, carefully adjust their speech (slower, explain difficult vocabulary),
provide more individual help, repeat directions, use visual representations, etc.  These
accommodations do not change the grade level content students are required to learn.


